
 

  

 

 
 
 

Hospital School Program 
 
During a child’s stay in one of the Behavioral Health Inpatient Units or during 
programming in the Psychiatric Partial Hospitalization Program, they receive 
school services. Based on the State of Ohio BH Regulations, these services 
include 5 hours per week of educational programming.  The Hospital School 
Program consists of NCH employed State of Ohio licensed teachers and a 
School Liaison, as well as a Columbus City Schools Teacher.  
 
The purpose of the School Liaison is to create connections between the 
hospital and the schools in order to best meet the needs of patients. The liaison 
works with schools to obtain background information on a patient in order for 
the treatment team to have a holistic understanding of the child. Teachers, 
counselors, and other school staff, often see a side of the child that is different 
than what is presenting during NCH care and they can provide information 
that the team does not receive from other sources. 
 
How the NCH BH Hospital School Program Operates: 
 
Upon Admission: 

• Nursing asks for a release of information (ROI) to allow the school 
liaison to contact the patient’s home school and for the Columbus City 
Schools teacher to work with the patient. 

• School liaison contacts the school counselor and/or administration to 
inform them of the student’s admission. 

• School liaison requests work for student to complete, which focuses on 
essential assignments that demonstrate mastery of content. 

• School liaison requests any educational documents that the child may 
have (IEP, ETR, 504, behavior plans). 

• School liaison requests background information on student (academic, 
social, behavioral, emotional) and asks for any concerns the school may 
have about the child. 

 
During Admission: 

• Teachers work with students during the day utilizing work sent by home 
school or by creating age/grade appropriate lessons (this is done mostly 
during school breaks and summer). 



 

  

 

 
 
 

• Teachers document sessions in the School Performance Flowsheet. 

• School liaison provides updates to and from the following: home 
school, treatment team, hospital school teachers. 

• School liaison coordinates meetings between hospital, school and family 
for school re-entry or accommodations. 

• School liaison reviews IEPs and ETRs and provides relevant 
information to treatment team, 

• Upon treatment team recommendation, school liaison writes letters 
recommending accommodations for child when they return to school. 

 
Upon Discharge: 

• School liaison will send school a final admission letter for attendance 
purposes. 

• School liaison will send school the safety plan and the results of any 
testing that was completed while child was admitted. Any information 
that will help the child be successful (communication strategies, sensory 
item suggestions, behavior plans) can be communicated to school to 
continue progress that has been made while hospitalized. 

• School liaison will alert school if we recommend that families request an 
evaluation for accommodations. 

• School liaison provides recommendations for what schools can do in 
order to reduce anxiety as students re-enter school after hospitalization. 

 
Why it is important that hospitals and schools work together: 

• During the school year, a child will be with school staff and teachers for 
more time during the day than guardians, thus they can have a great deal 
of information on children. 

• Schools want their students to be successful and they want to work with 
us to best help the child in this endeavor. 

• Schools provide safety, structure, and socialization and these are 
important for a child as they leave BH services. 

 

 

 


